McDowall Affleck
Capability Statement

McDowall Affleck
Located in Midland since 1978, McDowall Affleck have been providing exceptional
engineering consultancy across Civil, Structural and Mechanical projects to build better
communities through our responsive, reliable and results driven approach.
The team is built with a mixture of passionate engineers, designers and graduates whom
take great pride in achieving our client’s needs through our unique construction solutions.
Over the years McDowall Affleck have developed strong collaborative partnerships that
has seen us contribute on major key projects on a local, domestic and global scale.
All of our clients are delivered exceptional results that are built on mutual respect and
integrity to deliver the best possible outcomes on every project McDowall Affleck undertake.

Address:		
PO Box:		
Telephone:
Email:		
Website:		

69 Great Northern Highway Midland, WA 6056
PO 1377, Midland, WA 6936
+61 8 9274 6444
manager@mapl.net.au
www.mcdowallaffleck.com.au

Civil Engineering

Under the leadership of Michael Ferritto, our Civil team has
significant experience. They have come together to work on
our bigger projects as well as working individually on our
smaller projects. Located strategically on the hills region, we
have carried out a large number of projects in clay and rock
sites in the Perth Hills environment and regional WA.
Civil services include:
• Earthworks and soil compaction
• Design and documentation of Sewerage Pumping Stations,
Stormwater Control and Drainage, Road, Hydraulic, Drainage,
Oval, Pavement and Car Parks designs
• Drainage and catchment investigations and reports on
improving drainage
• Water Corporation Main Drainage works
• Urban Water Management Plans (UWMP)
• Superintendent of Works, PM of Civil Construction projects
Our Key Clients:
• Perth Airport
• Dampier Salt Limited
• CBH Group
• Civcon
• Shire of Wyndham East Kimberley
• Contract Resources
• Discovery Holiday Parks
• Strandline Resources Limited
• ARC Infrastructure
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Structural Engineering

The Structural engineering team is led by Alberto Puccini, who
has a wealth of experience in both domestic and international
engineering. Engineering for the Renewable Energy, Infrastructure
and Temporary Works are the teams essential skills.
Our capable team works regularly with clients to provide
services including:
• Renewable Energy Community Projects
• Infrastructure
• Temporary Works
• Industrial and Mining
• Heritage
• Commercial
• Inspections and Assessments
• Innovation, Research and Development
• Community Projects
Our Key Clients:
• Enel Green Power
• Webuild (former Salini Impregilo)
• NRW
• Soltec Australia
• Dampier Salt Limited
• Lendlease
• Future Generation JV
• CBH Group
• City of Perth
• M Maintenance (Monadelphous Group)
• Aurizon
• Hitachi Rail STS
• Advanced Energy Resources
• Georgiou Group
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Mechanical Engineering

The experienced Mechanical engineering team is led by Ben
Veale, who boasts working on projects of all scales on a global
platform.
The mechanical team work involves services including:
• Design and verification of pressure piping
• Design and drafting of storage tanks to API650, API620,
AS1692
• Design verification of gas cylinders for registration with
government authorities
• Design and drafting of all stationary and adjustable frames,
stands, transport boxes, stairs, ladders and walkways
platforms
• Design and drafting of wheel loader and excavator custom
bucket design
• Design and verification of pressure vessels
• Registeration with local authorities
Our Key Clients:
• Linde
• Westrac
• Contract Resources
• Dampier Salt Limited
• CBH Group
• GR Engineering Services
• Primero
• Atlas Copco
• UGL Rail
• Water Corporation
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Key Staff
Michael Ferritto
Managing Director,
Commercial Manager for Civil, Mechanical and Structural
& Principal Civil Engineer
Qualifications:
• Bachelor of Engineering (second class honours) - Civil Engineering Curtin
University of Technology 1992
• Chartered Professional Engineer (CPEng) - Engineers Australia Diploma AICD
Company Directors Course
• Certificate IV in Strategic Marketing Management

Michael has been employed with McDowall Affleck since 1992 and has assisted a broad
range of clients with their drainage problems by providing practical and economical solutions
that meet all local authority constraints. This experience has exposed Michael to a number of
varying issues that could have been resolved at the design stage.
As a result, Michael now has extensive design capabilities for drainage design on difficult
sites. His expertise in solving drainage problems for local authorities such as the Town of
Cottesloe, Perth Airports and Shire of Mundaring shows his adaptability to varying soil and
topography types.
As part of the City of Swan Scheme 14 Malaga, Michael has also designed and Superintended
Type 90S Sewer Pump Station in Victoria Road Malaga, as well as a number of Water Corporation
Main Drainage Basins in Malaga and ornamental main drainage basin, 1350 diameter main
drainage pipes between the ornamental drainage basin and another main drainage basin in Kiara.
One of Michael’s key areas of expertise is land development including design, tender and
superintendence. Michael has managed a range of land development projects from 2 to 250
lots including; Helena Valley Views Estate, Kingsview Estate Landsdale, Balwyn Caversham
Estate, Breakwater Estate Two Rocks and Spring Park Estate Viveash.
Michael has extensive expertise in road design, earthwork and local traffic management
design. He has been involved in all facets of construction project management. This involves
providing planning, managing the tender process, construction cost estimates, management of
contractors and liaison between the clients and contractors for fee payments. Michael has been
Superintendent of Contracts under either AS4000 or AS214 which has seen him successfully
managed hundreds of contracts since 1992.
His experience has ranged from undertaking geotechnical site investigations, subsequent design
of residential construction on these sites, inspection and determination of causes to cracked
houses and subsequent remediation thereof including underpinning design and construction.
Through these activities he has built up a good level of experience and knowledge of potential
problem areas in the Perth Regional Area.
He has supervised construction works through McDowall Affleck Constructions Pty Ltd (wholly
owned subsidiary of McDowall Affleck Pty Ltd), including an office and warehouse complex
and offices in the metropolitan area through design and construct projects.

Stephen Connell
General Manager & Director

Qualifications:
• Master of Business Administration - Australian Institute of Business
• Diploma AICD Company Directors Course

Stephen is a Director and the General Manager of McDowall Affleck. He has over 20 years
experience in management and previously held the position of General Manager for Chubb
Security, ACT. He has successfully passed the Australian Institute of Company Directors course
and a Master of Business Administration. Stephen has held various volunteer board roles with
Kalparrin, Basketball WA and Arks Rugby Club. Stephen’s core roles include employee and
client engagement, contract negotiations and financial management.

Rob Smith
Principal Civil Engineer
Qualifications:
• Bachelor of Civil Engineering – University of Western Sydney, Nepean
• Chartered Professional Engineer (CPEng) – Engineers Australia

Rob Smith re-joined McDowall Affleck in May 2022 after working with McDowall Affleck
previously between February 2020 and April 2021 and between 2011 and 2014. He has most
recently worked at GHD and some of his responsibilities included:
Client liaison for projects in regards to design, regulatory issues, budgets and time frames on
projects. Negotiations with councils and other regulatory authorities. Design and documentation
of Drainage, Road, Levels, Sewer, Water Supply, Civil and Hydraulics design. Civil Design,
Infrastructure Extensions, Servicing and Insurance Reports, Flood Studies, Project Management
and Hydraulic design. Inspections on existing projects to determine deficiencies and solutions
to meet client needs. Fee proposals for new projects and building relationships with clients.
Liaising and managing fellow staff to ensure projects are completed in agreed time frames.
Between 2014 and 2020, Rob worked for Kehoe Myers Consulting Engineers in Toowoomba,
Indesco Engineering in Canberra and Barker Harle in Newcastle.
Rob is highly skilled in civil, hydraulic and structural design, superintendence on civil and land
development projects, client liaison, project design and management, managing regulatory
requirements, negotiations with councils and other regulatory authorities, and design and
documentation of drainage, road, sewer, water supply and other civil works.
He has extensive experience in mining camps and associated infrastructure, infrastructure
extensions and reports, flood studies, concrete design, project management, fire hose reels
and hydrant design.

Alan Rajah
Principal Civil Engineer
Qualifications:
• Master of Infrastructure Engineering and Management (second class honours) –
Monash University 2017
• Bachelor of Science in Civil Engineering (second class honours) - University of
Peradeniya, Sri Lanka 2002

Alan has been an engineer since 2002 and is experienced in the civil and construction
engineering industry. Primarily this is in the areas of residential, industrial, and commercial
land infrastructure and development, roadwork design, stormwater hydrology and hydraulics,
retaining walls and underground services infrastructure.
Employed in outer and inner Perth Metropolitan high growth Authorities for nine years involved
the assessment and determination of water management and transport infrastructural planning,
and civil designs for multiple land developments. Alan progressed his experience in green
field land development and infill subdivision in urban and rural contexts. Notable projects
included the Byford Urban Development, Byford Town Centre, Beenyup Grove & Whitby Townsite,
Mundijong, and Serpentine.
In addition, Alan oversighted significant projects and studies, notably the Byford District Water
Management Strategy, Serpentine Jarrahdale Integrated Water Management Strategy.
Having multinational experience, Alan spent eight years working in Singapore Civil Construction
Industry in various construction projects including underground railway station construction,
flyover, highways, road, drainage, earthworks and piling works. In addition to civil works, Alan
also developed robust experience in building structural works, temporary works, traffic diversion,
traffic management, underground service relocations in complex busy city environment.
Alan started his career as a Civil Engineer in Sri Lankan government authority involving surveying
works, flood routing, spillway design and earthworks in irrigation projects.
Having 18 years of civil engineering experience, Alan developed his skills in project management,
hydrology & hydraulics, traffic & transportation, and civil design.

Alberto Puccini
Principal Structural Engineer
& Director of Client Services
Qualifications:
• Structural Engineering Masters Degree - University of Pisa (110/110 with
honours, 5 years programme, Italy 1992)
• Chartered Professional Engineer (CPEng) - Engineers Australia

Alberto is an experienced Professional Structural Engineer having worked for thirty years in
the construction industry. He obtained Chartered Professional Status in Italy in July 1992 and
has been registered in the Italian NPER since then.
Alberto founded Studio Techné srl in 1997 and was its Managing Director until 2007. He has
been a Professional member of IEAUST since 2002 and achieved Chartered Status in Australia
in January 2008 and has been registered in the NER since then.

Alberto has strong technical and management skills and extensive experience in leading teams
of engineers and drafters. He moved to Australia at the end of January 2007 and worked for
Aurecon (formerly Connell Wagner) from April 2007 to October 2012 before moving to FORGE
Power from November 2012 to February 2014. He commenced work as a Principal Structural
Engineer with McDowall Affleck in May 2014.
During the last 8 years at McDowall Affleck he has been involved in major mining, infrastructure
and renewable energy projects including several Dampier Salt Operation projects in Porth
Hedland and Karratha, the Matagarup Bridge and the Forrestfield Airport Link projects in
Perth, the Snowy 2.0 Energy Storage project in NSW, and several renewable energy projects
Australia wide.
As the Principal of the in-house Civil Structural team of Forge Group Power, he was involved in
the design and construction of three power plants in the Pilbara for BHP, Rio Tinto and Horizon
Power.
During his time at Aurecon, he was involved in medium size projects such as the Lakeside
Joondalup Shopping Centre Extension, the Perth Domestic Airport interim expansion, the South
Hedland MPRC, the ASKAP infrastructure project, Solomon 2 MIA Project and some smaller
projects for Rio Tinto.

Ben Veale
Principal Mechanical Engineer
Qualifications:
• Bachelor of Engineering (Honours), Mechatronics - Curtin University of
Technology
• Certificate IV in Government: Statutory Compliance - Aragon Education and
Training
• Chartered Professional Engineer (CPEng) - Engineers Australia

Ben commenced working with McDowall Affleck in 2007 as a Graduate Mechanical Engineer.
Since that time he has developed his skills and progressed to become the Principal Mechanical
Engineer. He achieved Chartered Professional Engineer (CPEng) status from Engineers Australia
in 2012, and is one of the few engineers in Australia registered in the field of Pressure Equipment
Verification.
Ben’s experience is in mechanical design and verification of pressure vessels, boilers, tanks,
piping and general mechanical equipment. He has managed the in-service inspection of
pressure equipment at both Bluewaters and Kwinana Power Stations.
Before joining McDowall Affleck, he spent three years working as an Inspector/Engineer for
WorkSafe WA, where he gained a thorough understanding of the Occupational Safety and
Health legislation, particularly regarding plant and machinery.

Eddie Bunda
Senior Project Manager

Qualifications:

• Certificate in Civil Engineering - TAFE

Eddie has been employed with McDowall Affleck since 1988. Eddie commenced as a Civil
Drafter and has developed into a component Senior Civil Designer and Project Manager.
Eddie has good working knowledge of the Civil and Land Development industry and as a
Senior Project Manager for the civil team is responsible for managing the delivery of projects
to clients. Eddie is involved in design, and inspections of construction sites for earthworks,
retaining walls, roads, drainage, water reticulation, sewer reticulation and car park design for
land development and civil projects.
Eddie completed the Shire of Mundaring Oval redevelopments projects both at concept and
final implementation stage, Maddington Senior High School Oval as well as the WA Croatian
Club in Bibra Lake. Eddie has also delivered projects for Discovery Holiday Parks including
caravan park expansions at their Perth Airport Holiday Park in Forrestfield and Koombana Bay
Holiday Park in Bunbury. Eddie has completed a significant number of Land Developments all
over Western Australia for the one-off developers to reputable developers over his time. He has
also completed many projects for Local Authorities, including Local Area Traffic Management
devices, solving of drainage problems, road design and car parks.
Eddie’s extensive experience and attention to detail with all types of projects ranging from
the simple sites to the most difficult sites with soil and topography problems will ensure that
a quality design result outcome is achieved for all clients.

Ben Galvin
Senior Structural Engineer

Qualifications:
• Bachelor of Civil and Construction Engineering (honours) - Curtin University

Ben commenced working with McDowall Affleck in 2011 as a graduate structural engineer.
As a member of the structural design team, Ben has been involved in completing all design
aspects of various the project. Ben has significant site inspection experience as well as design
of timber, steel and concrete works. He has complete numerous inspections in the metropolitan
area as well as remote locations like Roy Hill, Port Hedland and Karratha.
Recently has been working on temporary works projects like the Curtin University library,
Eliwana and Garden Island and remotely for the Snowy Mountains 2 project in Cooma New
South Wales.
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McDowall Affleck defines itself by six distinct values that exemplify our culture. These are the values we
look for in potential additions to our team and continue to develop and cultivate in current staff. These are:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Responsive Reliable Results Practical Personable People -

We seek to anticipate our client’s needs
We do what we say we will do
We are proud and passionate to deliver beyond our clients expectations
We perform competently to provide practical solutions
We communicate effectively and in a friendly manner
We seek to create a full and happy life for the community and ourselves
Michael Ferritto
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Engineer
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Manager Civil
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Rohen Adams
Principal
Civil Designer

Julian Lemarchand
Graduate
Civil Engineer

Riley Varnavides
CAD
Civil Drafter

Alan Rajah
Principal
Civil Engineer

Grant Speldewinde
Senior
Project
Manager &
Graduate Civil
Engineer

Riandor Swart
Civil Designer

Kieran Navarro
CAD
Civil Drafter

Ben Galvin
Senior
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Engineer

Francesca Pera
Structural
Engineer
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Structural
Engineer

Atefah Davarpanah
Structural
Designer

Ben Veale
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Mechanical
Engineer
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Production
Manager
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Ali Hasan Aftab
Graduate
Mechanical
Engineer

Sandra Andrews
Business
Accountant

Deanne Stammers
Administration
Officer

Jo Bolt
Marketing
Coordinator

Jacquiline Ashman
Receptionist

Board Of Directors
McDowall Affleck Pty Ltd has a Board of Directors that aim to promote the success of the
company for the benefit of its clients and partners as a whole with clear direction through six
factors to promote success:
• the likely consequences of any decision in the long term
• the interests of the company’s employee
• the need to foster the company’s business relationships with suppliers, customers
and others
• the impact of the company’s operations on the community and the environment
• the desirability of the company maintaining a reputation for high standards of
business conduct
• the need to act fairly as between members of a company

Glyn Denison - Chairman
Glyn is a widely experienced professional engineer, manager, consultant and company director
over a career spanning 50 years. Is a member of the Australian Institute of Company Directors
and was appointed to the McDowall Affleck Pty Ltd board in 2013. Glyn actively participates
as a Director on several emerging business in construction and technology industries. Glyn’s
experience in the construction industry provides McDowall Affleck insight into the best practises
for advising client delivery, the appropriate project strategy and construction advisory for long
term success.

Michael Ferritto - Managing Director
Joining McDowall Affleck in 1992 as a graduate Civil Engineer, Michael has gained experience in
management and has successfully passed the Australian Institute of Company Directors course
(GAICD) and is a member of the Centre for Engineering Leadership and Management (CELM).
Michael is a member of Engineers Australia (MIEAust), a Chartered Professional Engineer
(CPEng), Registered Civil Engineer (NPER), Registered Professional Engineers Queensland
and Registered Practitioner Cictorian Building Authority. Involvement in daily operations as
the Commercial Manager for Civil, Structural and Mechanical, his leadership empowers the
team for success.

Stephen Connell - Executive Director
Stephen is the General Manager, managing the operations at McDowall Affleck to deliver
exceptional client services in all channels of the business. Stephen has over 20 years management
experince having previously held the position as General Manager at Chubb Security, ACT and
is a member of the Australian Institute of Company Directors (GAICD). Stephen has also held
various volunteer roles on boards for Kalparrin, Basketball WA and Arks Rugby Club.

QA, OH&S and Software
Quality Assurance
McDowall Affleck maintains a Quality Management System, which is certified to ISO
9001:2015 for Consulting Engineering, Design, Project Management in Civil, Structural,
Mechanical, Electrical and Municipal Engineering. Having been in place since 2001, our Quality
Management System (QMS), is located on our Intranet so is available to all staff at all times. It
is managed by our Quality Assurance Coordinator in conjunction with senior management.

Our QMS serves as a framework of procedures based on a combination of relevant legislation,
company specific policies and the experience of senior staff. Procedures range from
administrative processes to staff levels of authority including structure for checking and
approving all work before it is provided to our client. These procedures and the accountability
therein allow us to provide clients with work of a consistently high standard.

The input of all staff into the QMS is encouraged through bi-monthly all-staff meetings where
changes are communicated and questions can be answered. All staff can make suggestions
for the improvement of the QMS by submitting ‘We Can Do It Better’ forms or by speaking
directly to the Quality Assurance Coordinator.

The QMS is audited independently by a professional auditor; twice a year, by the certifying body
(Bureau Veritas) once a year and also undergoes a thorough re-certification audit every three years.

OH&S
McDowall Affleck prides itself on one measure above all, that since 1978 we have hadzero
first aid, medical time or loss time injuries. This is attributed to the time we spend with staff
and clients on identifying risks/hazards, eliminating risks, having systems and checks in place
before we engage our staff to work internally or externally and ensuring we work with our
clients in accordance to a safe work plan for their site.

Software
McDowall Affleck uses a wide range of industry standard software to ensure we canalways
offer our clients the best possible design result. As well as a suite of effectively maintained
administrative software, some of the specialty software we use includes AutoCAD, 12D, Revit,
Inventor, SpaceGass and Structural Toolkit. McDowall Affleck recognises that BIM is the
future of the engineering, documentation and construction markets. Our commitment to the
use of BIM technology for our structural designs has proven to enhance our ability to provide
superior customer service to our clients. Working within the BIM platform has enabled us to
create, manage and share information more effectively with our clients. At McDowall Affleck
we support BIM principles by modelling and documenting in Revit and analysis in SPACE GASS
and therefore can provide integrated models for future work or asset management if required.

